THE EVIDENCE OF THE SONNETS
of Shakespearean authorship, and which wa
evident in Edward de Vere. That his verse
should survive is, as it were, a dying charge:
. . . When that fell arrest
Without all bail shall carry me away,
My life hath in this line (verses) some interest,
Which for memorial still with thee shall stay,
But yet
My name be buried where my body is.   (S. 72)
Also
I, once gone, to all the world must die.   (S. 81)
Do not so much as my poor name rehearse.   (S. 71)
Sonnet 76
Why write I still all one E.VER the same.
And keep invention in a noted weed [disguise].
That E.VERY word doth almost tell my name,
Showing their birth and where they did proceed?
Dr. Rendall points out that this word-play waj
characteristic of the period, and was frequently
made use of by Oxford. His name was "lineally
drawn from the village of Ver near to Bayeux ir
Normandy."
In his early Echoe Verses, which have unmistakable
correspondences with the Venus and Adonis stanzas,
we read:
Oh Heavens! who was the first that bred in me this
fever?   Vere.
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